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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?
1. Tracethe ancestry of the Shelah Hakadosh.
2.  Who were the Shelah's mentors?

3.  Who wasthe Shelah's principle mentor? Give three
examples of his principle mentor's teachings.

4. |Inwhich communities did the Shelah serve as Chief
Rabbi ?

5. Wherewas hislast Rabbinic position in Europe?

This and much more will be addressed in the tenth lecture
of this series: "The Shelah Hakadosh: The Life and Times
of Rav Y eshaya Horowitz".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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THE SHELAH HAKADOSH:
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF RAV YESHAYA HOROWITZ

l. The Family of R. Y eshayah Horowitz
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Moreinu HaRav R. Y eshayah Segal Horowitz, the Gaon and Chasd (scrupulously
pious), the author of the Shnai Luchos HaBris, was the son of R. Avraham Horowitz. His
praises and sanctity, as well as the sanctity of his exalted and extraordinarily prestigious
family, resounded throughout the entire world. A record of their holy genealogy was
written by the son of the Gaon, the author of the Shelah, HaGaon R. Sheftel, in hislast
will and testament, which was published at the end of the Sefer Yesh Nochlin. Chida
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In the year 1534, there arose turmoil and strife between the holy community of Prague
and the men of the [village of] Horowitz in alliance with other men to such an extent that
the other communities throughout Bohemia broke up into separate warring factions. It
reached such a point that the Rabbis of Posen and the Rabbis of Germany wrote to the
various factions that they should reach afinal settlement and all of the issues should be
decided by men of integrity. The lot fell upon the great Rabbinic mind, Rav Avraham b.
R. Avigdor, of blessed memory, and myself, the inferior one, to draw up guidelines and
rules [regarding the conduct of the community]. Because of the repeated requests of our
Rabbis, did | make that very difficult trip to that great city dedicated to G-d (Prague) to
be an appendage to the Gaon, of blessed memory. We instituted and set up a twenty three
point reform program that significantly improved the situation. The plan met the approval
of more than four hundred prominent citizens who added their signaturestoit. Memoirs
of R. Joselmann of Rosheim
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He didn't neglect any part of the Torah. Literaly, he was fluent in the entire Torah.
Description of R. Shabsei Sheftel Horowitz, written by hisgreat grandson, R.
Shabsel Sheftel Horowitz, author of the Vavei Amudim
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These are the words of Shabsei, the son of the great Gaon, the Nasi of EretzYisradl, R.
Y eshayah Segal, zt"l, Horowitz, who is called Sheftel, the grandson of the G-dly person,
R. Avraham Sheftelesh, who was the son-in-law of the great tamarisk, the tree that was
planted in the public gate, the great prince of Israel, the exceptional Gaon, R. Moshe
Charif, zt"l, who (referring to R. Sheftel) is presently doing G-d's service here in the holy
and noble city of Posen in the capacity of Av Bais Din (head of the Rabbinic court) of the
great and prestigious country whose name reflects [its glory], Greater Poland, may the
Magnificent G-d protect it and be its source of towering strength. Sefer Vavel
HaAmudim, R. Shabsei Sheftel Horowitz, son of R. Yeshayah Horowitz

. R. Y eshayah Horowitz
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The author of the Seder HaDoros wrote that he found in the writings of the Chasid (pious
one) R. Leib of Slutzk that the Gaon, the author of the Shelah, possessed the soul of

Ruth. That isthe reason that al of the verses of Ruth start witha vav with the exception
of eight verses. Thefirst letters of these verses spell out, Yeshay ah B A L, whichare
the first letters of the words, "Ben Avraham Levi, which isamazing. . . . Chida
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His name should be favorably remembered with praises for his special qualities and piety,
for hisfear of sin preceded his wisdom and Hashem was with him. The halachais aways
in accordance with his rulings. When he studied Taimud, he would descend and penetrate
into its depths. With his sharp dialectic reasoning ( pilpul), he was like a ferocious bear
and aroaring lion. He led many Y eshivos with distinction and brilliance. His lips would
drip with honey. He would speak with ancient authority. He could hold his own against a
thousand well trained scholars and would uproot mountains. Thisisdue, [to alarge
measure], to the fact that from his youth he merited to reach great levels of achievement.
Hewas appointed to be Av BaisDin (head of the Rabbinic court) and Moreh Tzedek
(Rabbinic authority) over large communities and districts. He bent his shoulder to accept
communal burden. Like a shepherd who shepherds his sheep and guides them to rest by
the still waters, he advised them in spiritual and mundane matters and prevented them
from falling into the depths. Despite all of hisaccomplishments, he didn't put down his
origina insightsinto the Talmud and  Poskim (legal authorities) which he constantly
discovered daily, in awell formulated and elaborated book form, but rather in the form of
short notes, only to serve asareminder. | did find, however, in his archives, alarge and
awesome work, which he composed on theentire  Sefer Mordechai . In that work, he
speaks at length and argues with all of the Poskim. Look at his humility! He didn't want
to publish it. Hashem has graced me with the opportunity to bring to the light of day his
precious magnificence and to show all of the nations his splendor, sharpness of mind and
encyclopedic knowledge. Not only was he a faithful shepherd for Israel and His Torah
and service, but he possessed unusual character traits and piety. He supported the
students of Torah, in order to make Torah study more glorious and magnificent. There
were never less than eighty souls at his table whom he fed in amost luxurious manner on
Shabbos and Yom Tov as well as during the week. These were his constant guests at
home and at his table. Preface to Sefer Vavel HaAmudim, R. Shabsei Sheftel

Hor owitz, son of R. Yeshayah Horowitz
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Regarding hislife's mate, the glory of his splendor, his perfect dove, it isfitting to
favorably mention my mentor, my mother, the source of my guidance, the regal woman,
the pious Rabbanis. All who know her testify and report that her [good deeds] did not fall
short of those of the Matriarchs. She actually ate Chulin (non-sacred food) with the
highest standards of ritual purity. Her hand was [stretched out] to help my master, my
father, Z'l, who spent all of the money that she brought him [as a dowry] from her father's
house to support students of Torah. Not only did she not harbor any ill feelings towards
him because of this, but on the contrary, she gave additional [monies towards their
support] equal to the original amount. See if you can find such awoman as good as her
who despised the life of thisworld and whose every action was directed towards the
World to Come. Because of her did Hashem bless my master, my father, and he merited
al of the honor and greatness which he acquired in the Diaspora, something which no
other man on earth, from the time of creation of Heaven and Earth, ever merited. Because
of hisimmense saintliness and piety, he forsook his home and inheritance and went up to
the place which Hashem said that He would rest His presence. Before he | eft his abode
and his birthplace, he began to compose this celebrated and awesome work in order to
command his household. Because of his humility he did not bother his children to publish
it. He sanctified us with his mitzva, however, and commanded us to fulfill the wishes of
anyone who wishes to copy thiswork in order that it impart to him his piety. Since the
Master of the way hurried him up to fulfill his desire that his Torah light up the land of
the living (Eretz Yisrad), he didn't finish the work while he was till in the Diaspora, but
rather in Jerusalem two years after his arrival. Thiswas part of Hashem's plan in order to
give him further merit, for he had the opportunity to view the hidden archives of the
Kabbalah of that perfect man of G-d, R. Yitzchak Luria, zt"l, whose soul isbound up in
the bond of life. This material was not shown to any man until my father, my master,
came to his archivesin his house, which was the dwelling place of my father, and studied
them in their entirety in order to achieve a complete understanding of them. 1bid.
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| know that my soul did not merit to be counted amongst the Righteous. Nevertheless, it
iswritten in Scripture (Song of Songs 1:8), "Follow the footsteps of the flocks and
pasture your tender kidsin the dwellings of the shepherds.” | have, therefore, followed
the footsteps of the early authorities to know wisdom and discipline, to understand
statements of discernment. For those blessed of Hashem, my sons and daughters, sons-in
law and daughters-in-law, my grandchildren and their seed and seed's seed forever, may
they al stand by the blessing and may Hashem increase [their blessing] a thousand times
over, | have composed on their behalf awork of disciplinary rebuke, as afather rebukes
his son. Now is the time for me to speak, for | am taking leave of you in order to settle,
with Hashem's help, in the Holy Land. . . . Y ou should realize, my children, may Hashem
protect you, and not think that just because | mentioned the secrets of the mitzvas and
prayers that | have descended into the depths of the subject matter. [What you see] can be
compared to adrop in the ocean, for there is no end to these secrets [of Torah]. Evenif a
person were to live athousand years twice over he would not reach a complete
understanding of evenone  mitzva in al of its profundity, its foundations and the
foundations of those foundations. Only R. Shimon b. Yochai and his colleagues, who
were not really of this world, understood them. Even though he imparted great
knowledge to his disciples and their disciples who merited to bask in the pleasure of his
great light, in reality, not every single mind can sustain [all of that knowledge]. | have
only come to reveal a minute part of what | received from scholars and works which were
an outgrowth of the Zohar, especialy, the G-dly R. Meir Gabai z'l, the G-dly R. Moshe
Cordovero z'l, and the latter giant, the holy and G-dly Arizal. | have added a small jewel
of my own as aresult of the process of achieving wisdom and discernment in
understanding these subjects. Preface to Shelah
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[1l.  R.Yeshayah's Mentors and Their Wisdom

A. R. Avraham Horowitz
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| have now the opportunity to quote the words of my holy father, zIh"h, who spoke about
this subject in his work, Emek Berachah, together with the glosses which | composed. At
the end of alarge gloss, | have included a monograph which | composed in my youth,
based upon the Kabbalah, which is pertinent to the subjects mentioned in the gloss.
Shelah
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Similarly, | have received directly from that holy man of G-d, my mentor, my father,
zIh"h, an explanation of the statement in thetractate Chulin, Perek Kol HaBasar 109b:
Y altasaid to Rav Nachman, "Since al things that the Torah forbade have an equivalent
that the Torah permitted, i.e. The Torah has forbidden us blood but it has permitted us
liver; it has forbidden us marital relations during menstruation but it has permitted us the
blood of purification (a week or two after birth); it has forbidden us the fat of cattle but it
has permitted us the fat of wild beasts; it has forbidden us swine's flesh but it has
permitted us the brain of the shibbuta; it has forbidden us the girutha (awild bird) but it
has permitted us the tongue of fish; it has forbidden us the married woman but it has
permitted us the divorcee during the lifetime of her former husband,; it has forbidden us
the brother's wife but it has permitted us the levirate marriage; it has forbidden us the
non-Jewess but it has permitted us the beautiful woman [taken in war]. | wish to eat flesh
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in milk, [whereisitsequivaent?]" Thereupon R. Nahman said to the butchers, "Give her
roasted udders." This passage poses adifficulty. Why would a distinguished woman like
Y alta speak to her husband about things, which at first glance appear to be of no
consequence? Not only that, but our Sages, of blessed memory, incorporated it into the
Tamud! Y ou can't answer this question by merely saying that the Talmud incorporated it
in order to teach usthe din (law) which isimplied by the statement, "Give her roasted
udders,” which is elaborated upon by Tosefos and the Poskim (authorities). If that were
the case, the Talmud should have condensed the story and deleted the beginning of the
conversation. My father, my mentor, zIh"h, explained that great things can be derived
from that conversation. This touches upon a topic which we previously discussed: In
every situation which is forbidden, the person should think about how much he desires to
do the act but yet refrains because of the honor of Heaven. Thisis similar to that which
Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel stated (Toras Kohanim Parshas Kedoshim): A person
shouldn't say that he doesn't like pork. Rather he should say, "I redly desire it, but what
can | do? My father in Heaven has commanded me [not to ezt it]." Thisisthe meaning of
what Yalta said. "All things that the Torah forbade have an equivalent that the Torah
permitted.” Thisisin order for usto experience the pleasant taste of that whichis
forbidden and develop a desire for it and yet refrain from it in order to show honor to the
Creator. Behold the Torah forbade meat and milk together. How can we have adesire for
meat and milk so that we can say that we are refraining from it because of the honor of
the Creator? [ Thisis why] he told her, "Give her roasted udders." The instructive words
of my father are so sweet! Shelah
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The Ramo in his glosses to the Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 249 writes, "Oneis
allowed to partake of afeast whose proper time isright before Shabbos such as a Bris
Mila or Pidion HaBen and thisis the common custom.” Once while | was studying Torah
in the city of Cracow under my Master and Guide, the pious Gaon, R. Shlomo, zlh"h, it
happened that he wasthe Sandek on the eve of Shabbos. He did not want to go to the
feast in celebration of theBrisMila. ... Shelah
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| received from my Master, Maharash, z"l, of Lublin, regarding that which our Sages
stated . . . that a person makes a blessing whenever he handles his  tefilin, if they happen
to move from their place and he moves them back. He said that at present, when we only
wear tefilin during the prayer service, we do not have to make a new blessing when we
move them back. When we are involved in matters of holiness we certainly don't take our
minds away from thetefilin which isalso holy. . . . Shelah
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Regarding the question whether one should bow down when saying inthe Aleinu prayer
the words, "And we bow and prostrate ourselves’, | received from my Master, Maharash,

Z"l, of Lublin, to bow down, for, if he didn't do so, he would be considered to be a heretic
and one bearing false witness. Shelah
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My Master, Maharash, z"l, of Lublin, was very angry at those who pronounce the dalet of
the word echad in the Shema with a sheva. He said, "Who could it be that would invent
the additonal vowel of sheva, which is not mandated by the Torah. . . . Itisan error and it
is befitting to make a protest against those who practiceit. Shelah
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My Master, Maharash, z"l, of Lublin, told me that thisisthe correct ruling: One whose
Shabbos meal continued on to the night should mention Retzai in Birchas HaMazon, for
itisa mitzva to extend the Shabbos. If Shabbos would also be Rosh Chodesh, whose
extentionisnot a mitzva, sinceit is considered still Shabbos, it is aso considered Rosh
Chodesh and it should also be mentioned. If it would have occurred in the middle of the
week, he should not mention Rosh Chodesh, since thereis no mitzva to extend Rosh
Chodesh. Shelah
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| received from my Master, the Gaon, Maharash, z"l, of Lublin, who received a direct
tradition all the way back to R. Y aakov Pollack, not to make Kiddush and eat on the first
night of Shavuous until the stars come out. The reason being that it is written regarding
Stfira (Lev. 23:15), "There should be seven complete weeks." When one makes Kiddush
whileit is still daytime, he has not completed [the counting of] the forty ninth day of the
sefira. Since the holiday of Shavuous occurs after  sefira (the complete counting), and
whileit isstill the sefira period it cannot be Shavuous, when he makes Kiddush at that
time, he is accepting upon himself the holiday while heis still missing some remaining
part of the period of the sefira, which has not been completed at that time. Shelah
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| saw that when my Guide and Master, the Chasid, the Gaon Maharash, z"l, heard one of
his students saying, " The one who asked this question [in the Talmud] was crazy" or
"How could he have made such a mistake?', he would beat him makkos mardus (the
disciplinary beating of someone who defies authority), besides the formula (fast days) for
repentance that he would prepare for him. He would accustom his students to always
speak in arespectful tone, such as, "Because of their profundity, | don't understand the
words of the one who asked the question” or something similar. Shelah
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My master, the Gaon, the  Chasid, Maharash, z'l, was in the habit of saying, "I am
committing myself without the strictures of avow or oath ( bli neder )." Thiswas the
formula he used [instead of an] oath when committing himself to do or not to do
something, or when he would lift his voice in [feigned] anger or when he wanted to instill
fear and the like. He accustomed his students to this behavior. Y ou, my children, may
Hashem protect you, should use thisformula; you, and your children forever. Y ou should
walk in the path of my Guide, the holy Gaon and Chasid. Fortunate is he [as he resides]
in the Higher World. Shelah
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In my youth, | studied Torah under the great Gaon, the extraordinary Chasid, R. Shlomo,
Z'l. When | left him to get married, | said to him, "My Rabbi, [please] blessme." He
commanded [and guided] me what to do and said to me the following words, " Sanctify
yourself in these two areas: The sanctification of eating and of marital relations. Be
extremely careful to distance yourself even athousand cubits from anything that isin any
way connected to something forbidden. Sanctify yourself exceedingly in these areas, for
the other mitzvas of the Torah don't make a physical impression. These two things,
however, [are different]. Eating sustains the body and marital relations brings into being
the physical body. The effect of your actions constantly remains.” These were the words
which issued from his holy mouth, zIh"h. Shelah
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| received from my Master, the Gaon, R. Falk Katz an answer to the following question,
"It seems evident that Levi had marital relations at the time of famine (whichis
forbidden) because Y ocheved was born between the walls [of Egypt]." . . . He answered a
very fitting answer: It ispossible that Levi's wife became pregnant at the time of the

ritual immersion [at which time relations are permitted]. Afterwards, he did not have
relations with her. Shelah
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The beautiful branch, the fruit of the righteous, my beloved disciple, the exalted
nobleman, Resh Galusa (the exilarch), Resh Mesivta, and Av Bais Din R. Yeshaya Segal.
Teshuvas Maharam 11

IV.  Leader of His People
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His disciples were spread throughout almost the entire Diaspora. The overwhelming
majority of the Diaspora had an intense desire to know his Torah teachings and customs.
They accepted himastheir AvBaisDin and Rosh Yeshiva. ... Vey many great
communities accepted him astheir spiritua leader. Ultimately, he was accepted by four
communities, which are the crown of all the communities. These are the holy
communities of Frankfurt, Prague, Posen, and Cracow. Prefaceto Shelah by his son, R.
Sheftel
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Y ou should know, my children, may Hashem protect you, that Hashem has given me the
merit of having spread Torah throughout almost all of the countries. My eyes witnessed
that there are great differencesin the various lands. Shelah
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In the year 5347 (1587) in the market of Gramenitz, in Lublin, a decree was issued that
no Rav should attempt to obtain a Rabbinical position through loans or gifts, whether
done personally or through a proxy. He should not maintain a Rabbinical position
through silver or gold, nor through money given beforehand or afterwards, or through
any other means, likely or remote, which would give monetary benefit [to those that
supported him]. May Hashem not forgive any of those who harden their heart and close
their ears and refuse to accept thislegidation, as we have come together to issue a
covenant and oath. We have committed ourselves to band together to aggressively and
mercilessly pursue anyone who refuses to obey this edict and excommunicate him from
the Jewish community of the Diaspora and from the sanctification of Israel, for he will be
banished from both Worlds. In addition, besides other terrible punishments, his shame
will be made public. Those who accept this decree will experience pleasantness and
benevolent blessings. This decree shall stand for al generations until the coming of the
High Priest with the Urim V'Tumim. This was done with the agreement of the Gaonim of
the land, those who repair the breach.

In the year 5350 (1590), legislation regarding Rabbinic appointments was reinforced and
it was decreed that no Rabbi be allowed to purchase Rabbinical office from the nobleman
of the city, as was the case during the second Temple, when the High Priest [bought the
rights of office from the king]. To this end have we imposed curses, fences, decrees and
punishments for anyone who perpetrates this evil and have signed our names. At any time
when a[new] Rav is about to be chosen, the Chazan and Shamash must publicly call out
this [decreg].

R. Shlomo of Lublin (the Shelah's mentor), Y ehoshua Falk Katz (the author of the  Sefer
Meiros Aynaim, amentor of the Shelo), R. Meir of Lublin (a mentor of the Shelo), R.
Shmuel Aidels (Maharsha), . . . R. Ephraim of Luntshitz (author of the  Keli Yakar), R.
Y eshaya Horowitz (Shelah), . . . (twenty six Rabbisin all)
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Even though that | know that | am to a great extent subhuman, to a degree that | don't
even begin to fathom, lacking both experience and wisdom, what can | do? My father
decreed that | should attach [my humble insights] to his work. Preface to the Sefer
Emek Beracha, composed by R. Avraham Horowitz with glosses from R. Y eshaya
Hor owitz (Shelo) which was published in the year 5357 (1597)
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When | wasin the Diaspora, in the land of Russia, | inquired regarding those Jews, who
were Arendas [managers of a Polish nobleman's estate], who owned warehouses of
chametz (leavened grain products) and barrels of whiskey and sold them to Gentiles prior
to Passover, how they exactly made the transaction. They told me that the following was
the established custom: They would sell the Gentile the entire room and give him the key.
They were overly lenient in this matter, asthe chametz was still owned by the Jew during
Passover and it was prohibited to derive any pleasure from it, even afterwards. Shelah

b730 Ywe 77 771 377 O9mnY owa mhyn a9wn ahvan vnx wrbw (2
17 N°2 77 DNN PAWIT TWRT 073 91235 237p 0w 10737 VAT 727 Y N7on PIvTInn
3773 07 Q7 PNINT 17127 133 DRI 0177 Dy 5w 1537 7191 X117 P7pa n7onT

©”% /0 P29 7T N7 793 PRM YRR ORI p7ER 07w IR

Peace unto you, the exalted tent of Jacob whose name and praises have risen to the
greatest heights, Resh Galusa V'Oker Harim (Exilarch and uprooter of mountains), our
Master, the Rav Y eshayah Segdl. . . . Monday, the thirteenth of Adar, 5360 (1600).
Teshuvas Maraham Lublin 39 written to the Shelah while he Rav in Dubno
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| am young and the smallest of the disciples. From an approbation which the Shelah
wrotein the year 1602 when he was Av Bais Din in Ostrog
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We have accepted upon ourselves, the noble Rav, the Gaon, R. Y eshayah b. R. Avraham
Halevi tobeour AvBaisDin and Resh Mesivta, Moreh Tzedek, Yoreh Yoreh, Yadin
Yadin, Yatir Yatir. He holds within his power the rod of governance and the G-dly staff
to raise up the pillar of Torah, its statutes and laws, to punish violators so that they eat the
fruits of their actions. . . Second of all, we have committed ourselvesto givetothe  Av
Bais Din, may Hashem protect him, acceptable currency in the form of two hundred gold
pieces, at the time of the fair in Tishrei aswell as at the time of Nissan. Thisisfor the
loss of income which he suffersdaily, [as aresult of hisinvolvement in the needs of the
community], asit is stated in the document of appointment to the Rabbinate. . . . Signed
by Yeshayab. R. Avraham Segal, z'l, Horowitz. Document of Rabbinic Appointment
to the community of Frankfurt
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While | was |eading the yeshiva in the holy community of Frankfurt, | found [a book of
their] old customsin which | found support for my position that a woman is allowed to
immerse herself on Tisha B'Av when in fallson Friday night. | was pleased. Shelah
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| addition, | want to let you know, my children, may Hashem protect you, that when |
was spreading Torah in the holy community of Frankfurt, | saw that every single year's
crop of cherries was infested with worms (insects) asis common with plums. The people
there are careful not to eat the cherries without first opening them up and checking them
for infestation. They tell me that thisis something that always happens because it is
common to find worms. This occurs only in sweet cherries. In sour cherries, however,
they are not common. Afterwards, when | came to spread Torah in Prague, | checked the
cherriesthere and | found the situation to be identica. Therefore, my children, pay
attention to this fact, for I don't know if thisis a common occurrence throughout the
entire world, or only in those warm climates. In any case thisis something which needs to
be clarified. Shelah
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Aswe saw with our own eyes, when | was Av Bais Din in the holy community of Prague,
amother city of Isragl. Shelah
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Thoselandsinwhichthe  Roshlived and similarly the  Mordechai, who quotes the
Raviah, asitiscited inthe Bais Yosef, . . . are warm lands and most of the grain takes
root before the Omer. In theland of Poland, however, and most certainly in the lands of
Russia, Volhynia, and Lithuania, the vast majority of grain takes root after the Omer. To
claim that the grain sold in those lands is permitted because they import their grain from
areas whose grain takes root beforethe Omer, isan obvious falsehood. On the contrary,
[they have such an abundance that] from their silos, grain is transported to other lands.
Therefore, my children, may Hashem protect you, don't follow the multitude to
perpetuate evil. Strengthen yourselvesinthis  mitzva, you and your progeny for all
generations. The sayings of Hashem are pure, and they should serve you as your source
of light. Shelah



