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THELIGHT OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series| Lecture #12
ISABORTION MURDER?
l. Abortion in the Tamud
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R. Yaakov b. Achafound it written in the scholars' Book of Aggada: A non-Jew is
executed on the ruling of one judge, on the testimony of one witness, without aformal
warning, on the evidence of aman, but not of awoman, even if he [the witness] be a
relation. On the authority of R. Yishmael it was said: [He is executed] even for the
murder of an embryo. Whence do we know all this?— Rav Y ehudah answered: In the
Torahit is stated, "And surely your blood of your liveswill | require;” this shows that
even one judge [may try anon-Jew]. "At the hand of every living thing will | requireit:"
even without an admonition having been given; "And at the hand of man: even on the
testimony of one witness;" at the hand of man: but not at the hand [i.e., on the testimony]
of awoman; his brother: teaching that even arelation may testify. On the authority of R.
Ishmael it was said: [He is executed] even for the murder of an embryo. What is R.
|shmael's reason? Because it is written, "Whoso sheddeth the blood of man within
[another] man, shall hisblood be shed.” What isa man within another man? — An
embryo in his mother's womb. Sanhedrin 57b
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Is there anything which is permitted to an Israglite and forbidden to agentile?  Chullin
33a
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A boy oneday old. . . Hewho killshim is guilty of murder. Nidah 44b
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R. Elazar stated: Who are referred to in the Scriptural text, Y our hands are full of blood?
Those that commit masturbation with their hands. Nidah 13b

Il. To Save A Life
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Mishnah. If a pregnant woman smelled [an irresistible smell on Y om Kippur] she must
be given something to eat until shefeelsrestored ... Gemara. Our Rabbis taught: If a
woman with child smelled the flesh of holy flesh, or of pork, we put for her areed into
the juice and place it upon her mouth. If thereupon she feels that her craving has been
satisfied, it iswell. If not, one feeds her with the juice itself. If thereupon her craving is
satisfied it iswell; if not one feeds her with the fat meat itself, for there is nothing that
can stand before [the duty of] saving life, with the exception of idolatry, incest and
bloodshed [which are prohibited in all situations]. Y oma 82a
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R. Shimon b. Menassia said [that the source of the law that, with the exception of the
three cardinal sins, saving alife supercedes the Sabbath or any other mitzvah isfrom the
following verse]: And the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath. The Torah said:
Profane for his sake one Sabbath, so that he may keep many Sabbaths. Rav Y ehudah said
in the name of Shmuel: If | had been there, | should have told them something better than
what they said: He shall live by them, but he shall not die because of them. Y oma 85b



